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Consider the following statistics (and, then, ask yourself what they mean):

1. The American Pets Products Association (APPA) estimates that U.S. residents will spend US$ 75.38
billion on pets in 2019; up from US$ 72.56 billion in 2018 (APPA 2019).

2. The APPA data go back to 1994 and there has been a monotonic increase in pet expenditure in the
U.S. since then; the amount in 1994 was US$ 17 billion.

3. Thus there has been a 343.4 % increase in U.S. pet expenditure during this same period.

4. The total U.S. population on 30 June 2019 was 329 152 465 (U.S. Census Bureau 2019b); on 1 July
1994 it was 260 317 021 (U.S. Census Bureau 2019a); thus there was a 26.44 % increase.

5. To keep these numbers in perspective, there was a 3.5 times increase in per capita expenditure on pets
by U.S. residents. (Students: Verify this calculation; all the relevant data have been provided above.)

6. To compare these numbers to a basic societal goal: how much would it cost to end hunger globally?
Estimates vary. At the low end, if we want to end hunger and malnutrition with direct interventions
such as providing food, the World Bank estimates that it would cost US$ 7 billion per year (Fan 2018),
that is, less than a tenth of what U.S¿ residents spend on their foods. At the high end, if we want
deeper changes and try to end hunger by ending poverty first, three United Nations (UN) agencies,
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD), and the World Food Programme (WFP) estimate the annual cost at US$ 265 billion. In that
case the U.S. pet expenditure would contribute more than a fourth of the required expense.

7. We may ask two normative questions: Is it ethical to spend this kind of money on the welfare of
pets? Should this problem be viewed as an environmental problem? Woien (2016) discusses some
of the issues raised by the first question. (Students: Each of these questions presents a potentially
stimulating paper topic.)
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